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“the: Stelvu;) pass sntthe best stretch
of road in our thiee=day blast through
the Alps in‘a BMW M6
'%S;tiry Ben Ollver Photography Stuart Coll
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I've never felt afraid of a

before Not prop

icy fingers reach
waistband to coldly cup your

But [ feel iton the Susten piass, We've just emerged
from a cloud, but T wish we'd stayed in it so [ don't
have to look at what I'm about to drive up. The
empry roacl, its bright-black tarmac streaming wet in
the rain, jinks and dips ahead but mostly climbs hard
and diagonally up the sheer face of the mountain,
Om one side {s square-cut rock face, on the other the
square root of fuck all for thousands of feer.
Occasionally the roac dissppears after a hairpin

+ butappears again about a hundred feet higher,

climbing relentiessly sowards the top and another

" cloud, where itis snowing. We could slow down of

corse, and rake it at an amble, Bur that would be
missing the point,

THISQUGHT TQ BE THE BEST THREE
days’ driving of my life. Afrer several late nights spent
with piles of maps T reckened thatwas how long it
wouhd take s 1o work from the Austran Tyrol o the
French Riviers, following the line of the Alps, You
don't have to head for ateas of geclogical violence to
get grear roads, but it does help with the view. The
route links 15 specific, spectacular strerches which
cut back and forth across the mountains, each ane

~heen ::umlng to the

i Grossglockner for ?nqu;-
Mol all were wearing - i

- Get up earty in the summer
muonths for the dream
:umhmntlnn ﬂn‘lpl.y' rua-l:l"

the pcrfectﬁctnngfmwer}rsupmtar driving fantasy
youve ever had, Some you won't have heard of, but

others are required pub knowledge for any car

enthusiast You can spot the very best ones; theyre
preceded by the defmire amicle, like ‘the’
Grassglockner and the’ Selvio. Even if most of your
motoring is cone on the’ Mzs, you need to be able:
o discuss them conficlently,

Not that I feel particularly confident as I plot the

roure and rin Google image searches on the roads

wel be attempting. Two things are clear. I'm going
to need some coaler sunplasses. And T might just
need tobe a better didver,

STATIONARY IN THE NEON-LIT CAR

park under BMW's Munich HQ, its droopy nose

jutting our from a neat taw of §-series like a dog's

frosm a keennel, the Mé doesn't look like the ool for
thie jobi Doesn 't sound like it either, stagting from
stone-cold with a rough, brok®h sounding chesaellz-fwfl

idle tht mnﬂd have thm the

L

our
sticles.

allorys, the red flzshes on the sticky P-Zero Corsa

ublic road
er fear, the kind whose
down inside

tyres, the four pipes and the venrmur that puncture
the back, and the purplish smudge of M badging on
the boot and wings,

People have asked whether BMW can really
fustify the o grand the 346 is likely to cose when ir
artives inthe UK, bur the cabin will convines mast
of them; the sears are in soft nappa leather and so is
protty mch everything else, other than the suede:
headlining and the classy black lacquer on the centre
console, Tr fecls a world away o a id and worthy
of comparison with a DBg at £rc7oce. Unlike the.
Aston Martin, the BAMW has room for adults inthe
rear seats and allows vou to put more than the
contents nfynur pockets in the boot,

Bt jus the DB it is supernaturally fast, Four
minures afrer exiting the cat park T am heading for
the Austtian Alps at a restricted 16omph on
deresmricred aumohahn, Yes, [ know [ should let the

engine warm through firse but the car just does it on
its s, {h full auro mode and without the Power

 buttenengaged, the tacho nesdle licking lazily up
and dowras the "box shor shifts through its seven

ratios, Might notneed all three days.
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CAR'S FAVOURITE ROAD
IN AUSTRIA

GROSSGLOCKMER
® Get there early to avoid the
tourists (but not the tell).
Road is fast and open for an
Alpine pass and takes you
alongside glaclers and sharp
white peaks, with easy
avertaking and plenty of
places to stop. The side road
to the Edelweiss-spitze might
be Eurcpe's most spectacular
= take it.

Elavation: 2505 metres

GROSSGLOCKMNERSTRASSEE107
GERLOSPASS £ 155 Mittersill to Schiitt
BRENMER PASS 413 nnsbruck to Brenner
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CAR'S FAVOURITE
ROAD IM ITALY
STELVIO PASS
& Your mind's-eye
. picture of the perfect
| Alpine pass is the
Stelvio; the eastarn
approach has 48
- continwous hairpins
| scored into the side of a
mountain, Hard work, but
worth it. As the second
highest pass In Europe it
can be closed by
snowstorms in summer.
Links with the Umbrail
near the top.

OIS
—

JAUFENPASS 5514 Vipiteno to

San Leonardo

PASO DI STELVIO 5538 Prato al Stelvio
o Borrmo

PASO DI GAVIA 5500 Sormmio to Ponte
diLegno

104 ©Ar SEPTEMEER 2005

WE START THE NEXT MORNING. THE
passes that run across the Alps have had various
pivatal roles in the politics, economics and wars of
Europe; building them required megalomaniac
vision, engineering genius and a disregard for
human frailty. For car obsessives the names of the
passes link to racing and resting; with Germany's
car industry concentrated just to the north and
Traly’s just to the south of the Alps, they've been
coming 1o these roads to break records or break
protorypes since the first years of the car,

Our first two roads Jead us south away from
Salzburg through central Austria rowards Skovenia,
"The Radstadter Tavem was a hillclimb venue in the
“2cs; it leads on to the Tumracher Hohe where
Ferdinand Piech brought the Vollswagen board in
January 1978 to drive the first Quattro prototype
over one of Europe’s stespest roads in the snow to
persuade them to put it into production. It worked.

Medther feels like much of a challenge in an M#
in mid-July. Both roads top out at around 1700
metres above sea level, 1ooc metres lower than
some of the passes we'll reach larey, Bur it sell feels
enerpising to be driving on fast, well surfaced,
empty. spectacular roads that someone else’s raxes
have paid for. Both start with long, flar strerches
through Sotend of Music valleys before climbing
through tighter rocky gorges to well kept ski resorts
at the top; photographer Stuart Collins and 1 ger
into the habit of stopping at the top of every pass o

BOLZANO

Pso dello Stelvio

-
i

check the view and get a few lungfuls of sharp,
clean Alpine air before driving down the far side as
fast as we can.

At the end of the Turracher I want to turn around
and do it all again the other way; the views and the
gradients usually work better in one direction than
the other. But the Grossglockner is next; it promises
to be one of the best roads on the mip, and itis. Ir's 2
toll road, built in the early 308 a5 a tourist arraction
but also as a colossal job creation scheme to help
haul Austria aut of the Depression.

As youd expect of a road made for daytrippers,
it's staggreringly scenic, taking you right into the
High Alps alongside glaciers and the
Grossglockner itself, Austria’s highest mountain,
And irisn't hard to drive; roll-paying customers
falling off would be bad for repeat business, so the
road snakes along the side of the mountains,
somefimes betting you see along a series of bends
and get your foot all the way in if it's clear, When
it has to go down it does it in a mad tumble of
kidney-shaped loops, instead of the first-gear
hairpins well be tackling larer,

Racing started on the Grossglockner almost as
soon as it opened; Hans Stuck wentup in a
soo-horsepower Auto Union with rwo rear tyres on
each side, Now the car makers come here 1o test
their brakes; on the way down we pass a disguised
new S-class heading up with brake tese gear
attached. They should have done more work on the
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YOU DON'T NEED
e SUPERCAR TO DRIVE.ON
"~ IROADS LIKE THE UMBRAL,
OFTEN SOMETHING
SMALLER JS BETTER

CAR'S FAVOURITE ROAD IN
SWITZERLAND

SUSTEN PASS

® Arguably the best road in Europe; it has the
altitude (2224 metres), the road [wide, well
surfaced and not too many hairping), and the
weather (snow and cloud, even in summer),
Elevation: 2224 metres

old SL we're stuck behind; the smell of badly
distressed brake pads gets sronger and stronger until
the drver has to pull over and coast to a halt.

From the northem end of the Grossglockner the
Gerlos pass takes us west, Id love o rell you whar it's
like: but it rains 5o hard we can barely see beyond the
nose of the car, an early reminder that the weather
rules these roads. It takes us to the Brenner pass,
which heads south wo the Italian border and is one of
the few Alpine passes capable of carrying a
matorway, We turn off just on the Italian side and
start up the Jaufen pass, which leads away from
Vipiteno and into a network of incredible passes
around San Leonardo.

I wish I had enough time to do them all, but the
Taufen pass will do. It starts like a classic Alpine
ascent with a long series of hairpins and - that

evening at least — a digbolical mist rising off the road I:.;Hmll. ;lﬁ!g Lélrnb'airhto E-an:? Maria
i I FEN PASS = anta Mana o Jerngz

surt'a.m. Bur once youte clear of the e lirve the FLUELA PASS 26 Susch to Davos
radient lessens and it suddenly tums into the OBERAL PASS 210 Uisentis Lo Andermatt
world's best Welsh road; occasionally precarious but SUSTEN PASS B11 \Wassen to Innertkirchen
tcstly very fast with miles of visibility over open SAN GOTTARD PASS = Andermatt o Amio
moaotland. And, of course, urery deserted.

Until s polne, irfecis ik I'vo planncd the trp GET YOUR PASSPORT - YOU'RE GOING
presty well. But I realise that it's 1 at night and that Aryone with a map, a car and a couple of days off such as the fact you can get an Enzainto the car
between us and our hotel in Bormio stands the wiork can do Ehis. But there are pitfalls. Avoiding park at the Hotel Majestc Barmene in Cannes, but

i o th nd hi . T d aam finishes is hard when the length of a pass on not &an Fqo. A seven-day bour in your own car with
Stelvio pass, the second highest in Europe and one the map bears no relation to how [ong it takes to hotels starts from around £5oo; they can be shorter
of the hardest. WeTl be climbing the more difficult cross, and you don't know where the next fuel stop or longer, and are supported by illlﬂﬂskﬂn_d_hal:k-ua_

: LR bere Bl = u is. Driving tour firrm Dettaglio (www.dettaglio couk) wehicles. Thaytl also work cut & baspoke iTineracy |

north side, with its 48 num d hairpins, which in claims to know these basics - and less basic info, woui want to po solo.

1t miles from the start of the pass climb a mile 1o the
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..** ROUTEO04 FRANCE

COL DE TURINI [
COL DE VENCE
ROUTE NAPOLEON |

CAR'S FAVOURITE ROAD
IN FRAMCE

COL DE TURINI

® Legendary Monte Carlo
rally stage but a ganuinoly
good drive too. All hairpins
and thowsand-foot drops
heading north from Sospel;
fastar but still tricky on the
other side. Hot and lush in
summer = very different to
the Alpine passes. Links with
the superh Col de Braws at
the southarn and,

Elevation: 1604 metres

- ‘one where youget toga -

Col-de Turiti is
whergBa'dnvers |

“ comito’watch the |
4+ Monte Carlo rally.
And = wha knaws? -
mayhe they'llbe
wiitching youtoo

Col de Venca was €
surprisingly quiet when
we weté there. Good
Route Napaléenis the €)

fast: You CEnsee why
pecple ke [Esomuch



http://www.go2pdf.com

D THE NIGHT IN BORMIO, AN
JET"‘ | imimesiate aceess to more good
/ other in the world, Id love to drive

ria pass on the other side of town and
T4 to Mortirolo, famous as the hardest

hillelimb in cyeling, but we have a plan w stick ro. So

we head back up the Stelvio, in daylight this ome
and sharing the switchbacks with motorhomes,
Cerman bikers, skateboarders and the Lithusnian
national cycling team. Near the top we pull off onto
the Umbrail pass, which leads more gently down the
slopes into Swirzerand, Unlike the Stelvio it's almost
rourist-free but single-track for most of is length and
the last Alpine pass with a loose surface.

The M6 doesn't feel entirely at home going down
the Umbrail, a reminder that you don't need a
supercar to deive on these roads and that often
something smaller and with a longer range is better;
we'e stopping to fill up every 150 miles because you
reeally, really don'’t want to run out of julce on an
empty mountain pass. The next road suits it better,
Three of Switzerland's best roads — the Susten pass,
the Furka pass and the Grimsel pass — form a
triangle around the 3f3c-metre peak of

Dammastock, with the San Gottardo pass and the
famous Elausen hillclimb route running off them,
Getting there from Italy involves another three
passes — the Ofen, the Fluela and the Oberalp — thar
lead west through Davos and Klosrers. You can do
all of these easily in 2 day and it will probably be the
singhe most intense day's driving you've done,

We go over the Ofen pass first; it's 2 main road, so
unlike the others weve been on it has long straight
stretches, but at 2140 metres it's still high enough for
the air to be noticeably thinner. Not that a lack of
oxypen seems 1o slow the Mé; the straights mean we
can wse all of its acceleration and it spears onto the
next pass so hard that we worry it might not leave
enough cxpgen for everything else, and you half
expect o see the grass blanch and die as you go by,

By the time we get to the Oberal pass the cloud is
5o low and thick it's lilke driving through millc and
we e wiing the satellite navigation to spot hairpins
oo feet in front of us. This curtails the fun slightly so
we head south-east back into Italy and on o France.

Adrer three hours of warp-speed awtostrada we
don't need the odemeter to tell us we've come a long
way. Stepping out of the car ar our hotel in Menton
on the Riviera the atmosphere feels hat and dlose
after the sharp clarity of the high Alps. Our ears
have finally stopped popping every 2o mimates
and the warer bottles we last tightened at the top
of the Susten pass are now crushed by sea-level
pressure, But we must come here; you can't say
you've driven Europe’s best roads if yvou don’t drive

over the Col de Turini, for decades the heart of
the Monte Carlo rally, then cross the quiet Col de
Wence high over Nice to drive at least some of the
Route MNapoleon that leads back up into the Alps
and which conventional wisdom says is the best
road in the world,

The Turini is terrific, its hairpins dizzying and
hard work, and it's helped by the fact that,
depending on your age and preferences, you're
puaranteed to imagine yourself as either Paddy
Hoplkirk or Sébastien Loeb. The Route Napoleon is
helped by the seductive Provengal landscape it nans
through and the Fact that if you're a Riviera playboy
there’s enough room to let your supercar off the leash
withour risking five-figure panel damage bills. 1f you
Er:nhc chance you should drive them both, Bur
given the chaice of just one of our 15 roads, Il take
my chances on the empty, icy Susten pass. &



http://www.go2pdf.com

